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So, ten medals may not constitute a deluge, but given all the rain that we, along with 
seemingly the rest of California, have been experiencing, that’s certainly the word of the 
month. Fortunately, we have been able to avoid any of the issues that have been caused 
by these endless drenchings, and the upside is, it does have the added benefit of putting 
a dent—at least to some degree—into the drought. Speaking of water and its subsequent 

routing, our first medal fits the bill quite well in that it celebrates the completion of the 

Catskill Aqueduct, which connects the Catkills to New York City to the south... 


The reverse presents a nude male pouring forth water from a large urn, reminiscent of 


the classic river god motif on ancient coins. Here, the male himself represents the canal, 
acting as the conduit through which the water flows. The backstory doesn’t stop there, 
however, as the obverse was later utilized as the logo used for the Medallic Art Company 
for essentially the remainder of the company’s existence. The company’s archival 
remains and intellectual property rights have since been acquired by the American 
Numismatic Society, which purchased the latter out of bankruptcy in 2018. 


Moving on from such a classic design to something a bit more modern, there’s this rather 
interesting two-piece medal from Budapest, Hungary... 


Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Bajcsy-Zsilinszky Hospital on the east side of 
Budapest, it features two pieces that lock in perfectly with one another. While the “outer” 
sides feature the years and then text referencing the hospital’s commemoration, the 
“inner” sides feature the outline of a nude woman—one side of her body being incuse 
and in one direction, and other being in relief and in the other. Overall, a highly engaging 
and rather hefty piece of modern medallic art. Please refer to the in-hand videos in order 
to get a feel for exactly what’s going on with its design. 
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It’s January 16th, which means that this is the first newsletter which I’ve sent on my 
birthday—and what a birthday it is. Number 40—hooray? Since I’m sure that I'll likely be 
celebrating this evening with a drink, or three, this advertising token from late Victorian 
England certainly sets a festive scene... 


It captures the excitement at the time surrounding the proliferation of lagers—mostly from 


Germany, Austria, and Bohemia—available for the English pub-goer. Be sure to read on 
in the listing for the full story. 


For the rest of this upload’s new items, please click here or on the banner art at the top of 
the page. Lastly, we'll be back at the beginning of February for what will be the first 
installment (of two) with a particular concentration in the architectural medals of the 

Wieners. 
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